
March 26, 2020 

 

Dear Friends of McKillop 

 

Who would believe or even predicted the times we are living in now from a few months ago?  

We hope as you receive this letter that you are safe and that you are coping as well as any of us 

with the new normal of social distancing.  We also want you to know we are in this together as a 

community of faith; you are not alone.  We are in trying and tough times as a Church and 

society, yet we are pulling together to meet these challenges. 

 

As Trevor (our minister) said, “The church building is closed, but NOT THE CHURCH.”   In 

these times, we are finding new and innovative ways to reach out to our community, to care and 

nurture each other, and to grow in our spiritual lives.   

• We have built a virtual worship community through YouTube and Facebook over the 

past two weeks, as well as providing spiritual care through the ‘Spiritual Practices for 

Tough Times.’  Over the past two weeks we have had 950 views on our YouTube 

Channel, which is a 540% increase from before Covid-19.  On Facebook, 57 new people 

are following us to a total of 651 people.  Additionally, folks watched 11,893 minutes of 

video content or 198 hrs over the past two weeks.  This is an 813% increase compared to 

the 2 weeks previous.  We had 8,497 unique users on Facebook in this period. 

• We have increased the mailings of DVDs of our Sunday Services. 

• Kate Knowles (Pastoral and Senior Care) and Trevor are working tirelessly to phone and 

e-mail people and help folks stay connected and nurtured. 

• We have created new online groups through Zoom and hope to grow this ministry. 

• We have created the ‘Gopher for You’ program to help those who are isolated or 

quarantined.   

 

Yet McKillop is also facing serious financial considerations and has never faced such times.  At 

the end of February, we already had a deficit of $35,000.  As a council, we are looking at ways 

we can cut costs in the running of the building and in programs that are not happening in the 

building.  It may become necessary to even temporarily lay off staff.  According to Alberta Chief 

Medical Officer Dr. Hinshaw, we are in a marathon, not a sprint, and church could be closed 

until July or August. 

 

We need your help.  Your giving now, more than ever, makes a huge difference as we continue 

to reach out to each other and our community.  We believe that if we all pull together, we can 

make a vital impact and difference in these most trying times.  We also realize we are in various 

degrees of financial stress and can only respond as fits our situation.   

 

Many of you, in the past, gave by envelope on Sunday mornings.  We are asking you to consider 

continuing this giving in different ways: 

 Send your weekly/monthly offering in by mail.  Please consider sending post-dated 

cheques. 

 Consider signing up for Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR), which allows you to support 

McKillop through an automatic monthly withdrawal from your bank account. 

 Interac e-Transfer from your bank, which can be set up to be automatic giving too. 



 Phoning the office to give by Credit Card 

 Giving on our website through our Stripe Account (www.McKillopunited.ca) 

 

Thank you for considering this, for all the ways you have contributed to McKillop through your 

giving to our ministry, to our ‘Building the Dream’, and your presence.  You play an important 

part in helping us create a Spirit-filled and Spirit-directed church that nurtures and equips others 

for life in all its abundance especially during these tough times.   

 

God Bless, 

 

 

http://www.mckillopunited.ca/

