
 1 

 

What is your UCW  doing? 

What you are doing? Have you had a special meeting of your Presbyterial or 

UCW? What did you do? Did you have a speaker?  A video? Some workshops? 

If you have had anything in your Presbyterial that might be of interest to others 

in UCW, please send it to me, and I will include all items that I can.   

This doesn’t just apply to Presbyterial, it applies to your local meetings.  You 

might not think what you do is important to anyone outside your group. You 

are wrong. Let us know. What you are doing.  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Well the weather.  It makes you admire the pioneers to this part of the 

country, when we are complaining about the second decade is ending, and 

we are starting the New Year with very cold cold and snow, and we have all 

the conveniences they lacked.  Today, there are people in other countries 

who are somewhat like the pioneers, in that they don’t have few, if any 

conveniences, but how many times do you see pictures where they are 

looking glum, or dour?  Most of the time they either have no expression or a 

weak smile as they carry on their daily way of life.  Zambia is a poor country, 

and to this end, the National UCW has taken on a project until 2022, called 

Women for Change. This is an NGO programme, which is gender focused that 

builds capacities of rural communities, especially women and girls to achieve 

sustainable development. Our speaker at the Annual Gathering in Calgary is 

tell us more about the programme.  Check inside for more information,  a 

poster and a registration form. We have lots of information on the 

programmes from some of the Units, upcoming meetings and interesting 

information.  Again Happy New Year!                           Barbara.  
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LETTER 

FROM 

YOUR 

PRESIDENT 

 

 
President’s Message: “Hold Fast to What is Good” 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  Do not quench the Spirit.  Do 

not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is 

good; abstain from every form of evil.” (1 Thess. 5: 16-22) 

The above quotation comes from the final section of Paul’s letter to the 

Thessalonians.  He founded the church there, and in his letter writes 

about how he loves them, and longs to visit them again.  He is also aware 

that things have not been easy for them, a new church which had faced 

persecution from other people in Thessalonica. 

There is good advice in this quotation, and it applies to us as well.  We are 

not persecuted, but we are facing a lot of change, both in our church and 

in our society as a whole.  There are some things which need to be let go; 

and other things to keep, and “hold fast” because they are good.  As our 

church and UCW look at new ideas (some of which may come from 

prophets among us, or from the Spirit!) we are well advised “test 

everything” so that we are not misled, but so that we remain open to new 

ideas which are good.  If we say, “We’ve always done it that way” and 

“We are too old too change”, are we becoming too stagnant, too 

comfortable, maybe too convinced that we have all the answers? 

Paul told the Thessalonians to “rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances”.  This is also good advice for us.  Our 

circumstances are likely better than theirs, but, even so, it is easy for us to 

become discouraged.  We can support each other by rejoicing, praying 

and giving thanks – together. 

The next gathering (and AGM) of our Chinook Winds and Northern Spirit 

Women’s Network will be held from April 30 to May 2 at the FCJ Centre in 

Calgary.  The theme is “Caring for Our Sisters”, and the poster and 

registration form are in this issue of The Banner.  Music will be led by 

Dave and Barbara-Lynn Goodwin, and we hope to have a guest speaker 

from the United Church national office, who will tell us about the UCW’s 

national project to raise funds to support “Women for Change, Zambia”.  

So come, let us gather together and encourage one another. 

Margery Wright 
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Notes About the National UCW 

Did you know that we have a national UCW?  It has existed since a 1978 Division of Mission report recom-

mended that it would be beneficial for Conference UCW presidents to meet regularly to discuss issues, 

concerns and projects.  The NUCW meets in September, lately at the Queen of Apostles Retreat House in 

Mississauga.  This meeting allows us to find out what UCW women are doing in other parts of the country, 

to learn about what is happening in the national church, and to plan for the NUCW’s work and for projects 

in which we can all participate. We have a national president (two year term), past president or president 

elect, secretary, and treasurer, plus two representatives from each region.  Administrative support is pro-

vided by General Council staff.  Our current president is Beulah Hayley, from Newfoundland, and our pres-

ident elect, who will become president in September, is Nancy Risto from Horseshoe Falls Region 

(Ontario).  Our secretary is Karen Hansen-Gardner, and treasurer is Carolle Dallas-Arbuckle.  Carolle initi-

ated a survey last summer, which collected statistics on the many ways that UCW women serve, and con-

tribute financially to local communities of faith, community outreach, and the Mission and Service Fund.  

(If you want a copy, contact Margery Wright.) 

The National UCW meeting is valuable to us, but it is expensive to bring women from across the country 

to Mississauga, and to accommodate them for four nights.  We have been receiving a grant from the na-

tional church to finance it, but some time ago, I believe during Bev Green’s term as national president, it 

was decided that we should pay at least part of the cost ourselves.  This is when and why the $1 per mem-

ber was requested.  It is likely to become more important in future, since our meeting has become more 

expensive now that there are 16 Regions instead of 13 Conferences, and since the national office will be 

looking at cutting back on expenses.  Please send the $1 per member to our treasurer, Adrine Giles. 

Did you know that the national UCW has a page on the United Church of Canada website?  To find it, go to 

www.united-church.ca , click on the “search” icon in the upper right corner and enter “UCW” in the 

search bar which appears.  You will find:  

General information on UCW, and contact information for our national executive 

 The UCW Handbook (2018 edition, currently being updated) 

 Information on our current project, Women for Change Zambia 

Information on the Agatha Kaasa bursary (for leadership training and education, available to all 

United Church women not in paid accountable ministry) and the Dorothy Amos fund (to foster 

connections between UCW women). 

UCW Life Membership application form 

A study (by Betty Turcott) on the UCW Purpose and Vision and Mission statements 

Lots of other information! 

http://www.united-church.ca
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3R Eco Bags . (to replace single-use plastic shopping bags, we sew beautiful 18 inch 
square, lined bags with  handles made from repurposed fabrics.) 

The women  sewed 185 bags of various sizes and shapes from repurposed Christmas fabrics 
to give away at a local Christmas Market sponsored by Environment Lethbridge.  

We gave away 50 3R Eco Bags  recently at a local mall kiosk sponsored by the Plastics Reduc-
tion Coordinator for Environment Lethbridge. This makes 500 bags that have been sewn to 
give away over the last 15 months.   

 Several groups continue to present 3R Eco Bags as a thank you gift for guest speakers. The 
bags will be given away as door prizes and discussant gifts at the 2020 International Film 
Festival in March. 

We are experimenting with and expanding by sewing  produce bags this winter. 

It is encouraging to see that as of January 1st, 2020 several grocery store chains are in the 
process of eliminating single-use plastic bags in our city.. 

Sharon 

Report from Sharon Prenevost 

3R Eco-Bags  Project. 

We have support at the national office to answer questions, and to help with such things as our life mem-

berships.  Our contacts are Amy Crawford and Sartu Mohammed. 

We have a Facebook page, which you can find by going to Facebook and searching for United Church Wom-

en (needs to be written out in full).  The page could use more postings, so if you have something interesting 

to share, post it!  If this page gets more active, it will be another useful way to share what is happening in 

UCW across Canada. 

Also look for the “Keeping in Touch” UCW page, which arrives at your church three times a year in the In-

fopak.  If you aren’t getting your copy, ask whoever opens the mail. 

I hope you will use some of these resources to see the “big picture” of UCW! 

 

Margery Wright 

Continued.  
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Registration Forms can be found on the following page.  



 6 

FOOTHILLS (PRESBYTERIAL) UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16TH 2020 – 9:00 TO 3:00 P.M. 

NANTON UNITED CHURCH 

********* 

REGISTRATION FORM 

(REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 9:00 A.M. WITH COFFEE AND MUFFINS) 

COST:  $30.00 PER (INCLUDES LUNCH) 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS:  WED, 8TH  APRIL 2020 

 

NAME:________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE____________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL__________________________________________________________ 

ANY DIETARY ISSUES?_________________________________________ 

Please make cheques out to:  Foothills (Presbyterial) UCW 

MAIL TO:  Treasurer,  Joyce Cook 

 PO BOX 88  Carmangay,  AB  T0L 0N0 

QUESTIONS: Contact Joyce @ e-mail: upland2009@hotmail.com    

OR - Telephone:  403-643-3641 

mailto:upland2009@hotmail.com
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AROUND THE UCW GROUPS & PRESBYTERIALS.  

Photo 2019.is the trays of cookies ready to sell with part of the bake 
table shown at the end. We also sold our re-crafted cards. Prepaid boxes 
are sold for the cookies and they get well-filled with assorted cookies. 
You must be able to close the lid. 

Photo 2019.is the ladies who work behind the tables. Left to right, 
Donna Dear, Zoie Perina, Doris Cole, Diane Getzinger, Carla Quartly, 
Cathy Brock, Sharon McRann, Susan Oleskiw, Mable Hunter, Linda Maki, 
Jane Furler, Mary Hankewich 

S 

T 

O 

N 

E 

Y 
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N 

U C W 
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Brooks UCW Fall Tea, with Minister, Esther Crews, flanked by Paige Falkenberg 
and Blessing Ajak, who were helpers at the Tea.   

Brooks U C W  

Chinook Winds—Region 3. 

You will have noticed a Poster and Registration Form on pages 5 & 6 for the Foothills Pres-

byerial  Annual Gathering in Nanton.  This is an invitation, not only to the ladies of the 

Foothills Presbyterial, but to all the ladies in the Chinook Region.  As one of only two 

Presbyterials still in operation in the Region, we would be delighted to have other areas 

that have no working Presbyterials join us, to network, to learn and to plan out a course 

of action over the coming year that will enable us to work, play, study and serve together 

for the good of the Church.         Barbara Davison (President of Foothills Presbyterial) 
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WOMEN OF THE UNITED CHURCH:  

CHINOOK WINDS AND NORTHERN SPIRIT 

GATHERING AND ANNUAL MEETING 

“Caring for Our Sisters” 

April 30 to May 2, 2020 

FCJ Christian Life Centre 

219 – 19
th

 Ave. SW, Calgary, AB 

All Women of the Church are Welcome 

Please complete the Registration Form and mail with payment to the Registrar by March 20, 2020.   

Make cheques payable to ANW Conference UCW with Annual Meeting in the Memo line (although we have 

changed our name, we still have our old chequing account). 

 

Registrar: Adrine Giles, #413 – 14th St. E., Drumheller, AB T0J 0Y5; phone 403 823 6135, adrine@telus.net  
 

REGISTRATION FORM 

____  Staying at FCJ (two nights, double), with all meals, snacks and program: $250    

____  Commuter – not staying at FCJ, all meals, snacks and program (includes breakfasts):  $150 

 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ____________________________________   Email _____________________________________ 
 

Roommate’s Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Allergies/Dietary Concerns __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other information or concerns: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Role in Region/Presbyterial or Former Presbytery UCW (if any): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial Assistance is available.  See the attached page for information on the Christensen/Dryburgh Fund. 

 

mailto:adrine@telus.net
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WOMEN OF THE UNITED CHURCH:  

CHINOOK WINDS AND NORTHERN SPIRIT 

GATHERING AND ANNUAL MEETING 

                           “Caring for Our Sisters” 

April 30 to May 2, 2020 

FCJ Christian Life Centre 

219 – 19th Ave. SW, Calgary, AB 

 

 

Come join with other United Church women at the FCJ Retreat and Conference Centre in Calgary, on the banks 

of the Elbow River! 

We welcome guest speaker Thivan Hoang, from the United Church office in Toronto, who will tell us about the 

current national UCW project, “Women for Change Zambia” and about what is happening in the national church.  

We are excited to announce that this year our music will led by Dave and Barbara-Lynn Goodwin, who will lead 

us in song and who will also original church music with us.  Come ready to listen and to sing! 

In addition tshare Dave’s o our guest speaker and musicians, the program will include fellowship, daily devotion-

als, a memorial service, worship on Saturday (with communion), and a meeting to report on the past year and 

plan for the future of the Women of United Church: Chinook Winds and Northern Spirit.  

 

For more information, contact our registrar, Adrine Giles, #413 – 14th St. E., Drumheller, AB T0J 0Y5, phone 403 
823 6135, or email her at adrine@telus.net  
 
 

Registration deadline: March 20, 2020. 
Late registrations (Mar. 21-26) subject to a $20 late fee. 

See the back of this page for information on the Christensen/Dryburgh Fund and for directions to the FCJ Chris-

tian Life Centre. 

 

 

mailto:adrine@telus.net
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Why Should We Pay $1 per Member per Year to National UCW? 

A few years ago, we were asked to pay $1 per member per year to National UCW.  Some 

have done this, and for this National UCW thanks you.  To those who have not paid, here is 

the reason behind asking for this money.  

Each September your Conference President and  President Elect travel to the National UCW 

meeting in Toronto.  (Your Past President attends if there is no President Elect].  The Gen-

eral Council have given a grant each year to the NUCW To partly cover the cost of the 

meeting, and the funds have come from the M & S.  If each member of the UCW across the 

country gave $1 per member per year,  the cost of the meeting would be covered, and no  

M & S funds would be required.  Travel is not cheap and it is only once a year that the Presi-

dents of all Conferences across the United Church UCW’s meet to co-ordinate work, mingle 

and learn the work being done by the other  UCW Conferences.   Please help send your 2 

representatives to this Annual September meeting, as it is where the work of the UCW is 

discussed and where we join forces to work together on a common project.  

Please forward your $1 per member to Treasurer, Adrine Giles (address below) who will  

CHRISTENSON/DRYBURGH MEMORIAL  

TRAVEL & EDUCATION FUND. 

This fund supports travel to an event within Alberta and Northwest Conference, and at 

the discretion of the Review Committee, may also be used to attend at places/events out-

side the borders of ANWC. Events would be of an educational/leadership quality for use 

within one’s home church; events could be of an ecumenical, mission, inter-faith, spiritu-

al, youth or outreach interest. Funding is a 1/3 basis—1/3 personal, 1/3 supporting con-

gregation or committee and 1/3 from the fund to a maximum of $500.00. Application 

Forms and brochures are available on the ANWC website, and applications should be for-

warded to the Administrator:   

Adrine Giles, 83 Hunts Crescent, Drumheller, Alberta, T0J 0Y6 

Donations to the fund should be made out to the Christenson/Dryburgh Fund and      

Forwarded to:   

Adrine Giles at 413—14th St.E, Drumheller, Alberta, T0J 0Y5 
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THE AGATHA KAASA BURSARY FUND. 

 

 

This is a bursary for Women of the United Church sponsored by the National UCW. 

The Agatha Kaasa  Bursary Fund  was established by the National UCW in 2003.  The fund is 

fully supported by a bequest left by Agatha Kaasa, for women’s work in the church. 

You will find more information on this remarkable woman in the National UCW Handbook. 

 

Who can apply? 

Any woman who is part of The United Church of Canada and is NOT in paid accountable 

ministry. 

What kind of requests does the fund support? 

Leadership training and education.:  

Continuing education :  

Projects or events that promote education, mission, outreach, spiritual nurture, and ecu-

menical and interfaith dialogue, locally or abroad. 

(Note: Formal theological education is not funded, for example, M.Div. and D.Min degrees. 

Centre for Christian Studies programmes or similar programmes.) 

How much money does the bursary fund offer? 

The recipient can receive up to one third of the total expenses related to the request, with a 

maximum bursary of $1,500. 

Will all requests be funded? 

Requests will be funded at the discretion of the bursary committee, as funds permit. 

How often can individuals apply for a bursary? 

Applicants can apply once a year,.  

Preference will be given to first –time applicants. 
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Application Procedure: 

The applicant must submit PRIOR TO THE EVENT: 

• A detailed description of the programme, project, or event. 

• Total costs related to the request (travel, accommodation, registration, meals etc. 

• Other sources of revenue 

• Two (2) letters of recommendation (one from within The United Church of Canada 

community and one from another source.) 

• Submit a written report or a poster about the event or course to the National United 

Church  Women outlining the benefits to the applicant & their Church work. 

• A written commitment to do some short-term follow-up work. 

 

We encourage women of the church to attend events related to the work and develop-

ment of the United Church. 

 

Application deadlines decision deadlines. 

April 15th  to June 15th. 

October 15th  to December 15th. 

 

Send applications to: 

National UCW staff, 

UCW: The Agatha Kaasa Bursary Fund, 

The United Church of Canada, 3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 300 

Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4. 

For more information, please contact: 

UCW Representative:  416 231 5931. 
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Would you like a copy of the Banner or the EBanner sent to someone 

else in your group or to your friends? 

Have you missed your copy of our UCW Newsletter? 

 

Copies of this newsletter are sent by mail to those who have provided us with an 

address, or emailed to those who would like a paperless copy. 

WE HAVE A PROBLEM!! 

The last two issues have seen a number of copies, both paper and electronic, that 

have been returned.   The return of the paper copy tells the sender that the 

recipient has moved or is no longer at the address provided.  In the case of the 

electronic copy, either the address is not recognized, or the mailbox is full.   

If you move, change your email address or service provider, could you please 

inform either JoAnn Cunningham or me, Barbara Davison?  JoAnn  sends out the 

paper copy, and I send out the electronic copy.  Cheques should be made out to : 

ANWUCW—Banner.   You can always send an email to : 

UCWbanner@gmail.com  

The electronic copy of your newsletter is free.  It costs $10 per year to receive a 

printed copy.  We spent over $300 on printing and postage in 2015, and received 

just over $100 for subscriptions.  If your subscription is due this year, please pay 

the $10 per year (3 copies).  If you have already paid for this coming year, your 

increase will show on your renewal. 

Please keep sending reports and information about your upcoming events   If you 

don’t send us the information, it cannot be printed and  your information will not  

be circulated. 

Scams :  if you receive anything (email or see a “link” entitled “UCW BANNER, - 

DO NOT OPEN IT—this is a SCAM address and not our Banner address. I do not  

send a “link” unless included in an article.       Barbara.  
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This is your Newsletter!  We need information from you and your unit or group, to let the rest of Alberta North-

west Conference know that we are still around and will be around for a good many years.  If you have any items 

for your newsletter, please forward them to:- 

ucwbanner@gmail.com 

UCW PURPOSE 

To unite women of the congregation, for the total mission of the church, and to 

provide a medium through which we may express our loyalty and devotion to 

Jesus Christ in Christian witness, study, fellowship and service. 

Information on how to obtain this “Newsletter” 

Expiry dates are May of each 

year, Please renew as soon as 

your expiry date arrives. This 

is found on the label of your 

“paper” copy. Remember this 

is your newsletter, and if you 

have anything of interest to 

share with the rest of Alberta 

Northwest Conference 

UCW, please forward that 

information. Your church 

group may be having a special  

celebration?                     

 You may have a special mem-

ber in your group. This is one 

way to get to know each oth-

er.  Telling us the story of 

your Presbyterial, or the story 

of your UCW  or Ladies group. 

Reading about groups, makes 

Us realize just how much we 

are alike, although we are so 

far apart sometimes.  

To receive a copy of this 

electronic newsletter, 

please send your email 

address to : 

ucwbanner@gmail.com 

If you wish to have a 

printed copy, the cost is 

$10.00 per year,  so send 

your address and your 

$10.00 to:- 

Barbara Davison, 

127 Ranchwood Lane, 

Strathmore, Alberta, 

T1P 1M8  

Cheques should be 

made out to : 

ANWUCW—

Banner. 

 

No matter what we do, we know 

that we are all special..                             

   

 We have had a number of  the last 

edition of the EBanner returned, 

both in the mail, and emails not de-

livered.  If you or anyone you know 

has not received the requested 

Newsletter, please let me know, 

and either I will send it by email or 

JoAnne Cunningham will mail out 

the requested copy. People move 

around and we need to be told of a 

new address or email address. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Barbara Davison. 

 


